
The Kelkar Education Trust’s 

Vinayak Ganesh Vaze College of Arts, Science & Commerce 

(Autonomous) 

Mithaghar Road, Mulund East, Mumbai-400081, India College with Potential for Excellence 

Phones :022-21631421, 221631423, 221631004 Fax : 022-221634262, 

email: vazecollege@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Syllabus for B.A. Third Year Programme 

Political Science 

Syllabus as per Choice Based Credit System (NEP-2020) 

(June 2025 Onwards) 

 

 

 

 

Board of Studies in Political Science 

V. G. Vaze Collegeof Arts, Science and Commerce (Autonomous) 

 

 

 

Submitted by 

Department of Political Science 

Vinayak Ganesh Vaze College of Arts, Science and Commerce(Autonomous) 

Mithagar Road, Mulund (East) Mumbai-400081. Maharashtra, India. 

Tel: 022-21631004, Fax: 022-21634262 

E-mail: vazecollege@gmail.comWebsite :www.vazecollege.net 

mailto:vazecollege@gmail.com
mailto:vazecollege@gmail.comWebsite
http://www.vazecollege.net/


The Kelkar Education Trust’s 

Vinayak Ganesh Vaze College of Arts, Science & Commerce 

(Autonomous) 

 

 

 

 

❖ Syllabus as per Choice Based Credit System (NEP 2020) 

Syllabus for Approval 

Subject: Political Science 

 

Sr. No. Heading Particulars 

1 Title of Programme Third Year B.A Political Science 

Semester V and VI 

2 Eligibility for Admission The Second Year B.A examination of this 

university with Political Science as a Major or Minor 

subject or any other university recognized as 

equivalent thereto. 

3 Passing marks Minimum D Grade or equivalent minimum marks 

for passing at the Graduation level. 

4 Ordinances/Regulations 

(if any) 

--- 

5 No. of Years/Semesters One year/Two semester 

6 Level U.G. Part-III : Level- 5.5 

7 Pattern Semester 

8 Status Revised 

9 To be implemented from 

Academic year 

2025-2026 

 

 

Date: 11-04-2025 Signature: 

 

BOS Chairperson: Dr. Shilpa Suryawanshi 



Third Year B.A Program in Political Science (Level 5.5) 

 

Semester Core Course & Credits NSQF Course & Credits 

 

 
Sem - V 

MAJOR No. of 

Lectures 

VSC/SEC No. of 

Lectures 

Mandatory*Credits 12 (4*3) VSEC Credits 2  

Course 1 Cr. 2: Government and 
Politics in Maharashtra 

4L   

Course 2 Cr. 2: Western Political 
Thought 

4L   

Course 3 Cr. 2: World Politics 4L   

    

Electives (selected anyone) 

Credits 4 

 OJT/FP/CEP/CC/RP  

Course 1 Cr. 2: Public Policy 4L FP Credits 2  

Course 2 Cr. 2: American Political 
System 

4L   

    

MINOR Credits 2    

Course 1 Cr. 2: World Politics 2L   

    

 VSEC Credits 2    

 Mandatory*Credits :2    

 Course 1 Cr. 2: Research 
Methodology 

2L   

     

 
Sem - VI 

MAJOR    

Mandatory*Credits 10 (5 x 2)  VSEC Credits 2  

Course 1 Cr. 2: Political Process in 
Maharashtra 

4L   

Course 2 Cr. 2: Indian Political 
Thought 

4L   

Course 3 Cr. 2: India in World 
Politics 

4L   

    

Electives (selected anyone) 

Credits 4 (2+2) 

 OJT/FP/CEP/CC/RP  

 Course 1 Cr. 2: Rural and Urban 
Governance in India 

4L OJT Credits 4  



 

 Course 2 Cr. 2: Human Rights  Course 1 Cr. 2:Practical 2L 

     

 MINOR Credits 2    

 Course 1 Cr. 2:India in World Politics    

Total Cumulative credits = 12+ 04 + 02 + 02 + 02= 22Credit- Sem-V 

12+ 04 + 02 + 02 + 02= 22Credit- Sem-VI 

Total =44 Credits Cumulative 

Exit option: Award of UG Degree in Major and Minor with 132 credits OR continue with Major & Minor 

 



BA. Program in Political Science :Cumulative Credit Structure 

 

Level Sem. MAJOR MINOR VSEC OJT / FP Cum. 

Credits 

Degree 

Mandatory* Electives Anyone 

 
5.5 

 
Sem-V 

For Political Science 

Credits 12 (4+4+4) 

Course 1 Cr. 2: 

Government and 

Politics in 

Maharashtra 

Course 2 Cr. 2: 

Western Political 

Thought Course 3 Cr. 

2: World Politics 

Credits 4 

Course 1 Cr. 2: Public Policy 

OR 

Course1 Cr. 2: American Political 

System 

Credits 2 

Course 1: Cr. 2: 

World 

Politics 

Credits 

2 :Resea 
rch 

Methodo 
logy 

Credits 2 22  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
UG 

Degree 

After 3- 
Yr UG 

Sem- 

VI 

For Political Science      

 Credits 12 (4+4+4) 

Course 1 Cr. 2: 

Political Process in 

Maharashtra Course 2 

Cr. 2: Indian Political 

Thought Course 3 Cr. 

2: India in World 

Politics 

Credits 4 

Course 1 Cr. 2: Rural and Urban 

Governance in India 

OR 

Course1 Cr. 2: Human Rights 

Credits 2 

Course 1: Cr. 2: 

India in World 

Politics 

 Credits 4 22 

Total 

Credits 

24 08 04 02 06 44 



 



Programme Outcomes 

Upon successful completion of the BA. (Political Science) course from Vaze College affiliated to Mumbai 

University, graduates can expect the following outcomes: 

PO1 Exhibit a deep understanding of the core concepts and theories in their respective discipline 

(Economics/Psychology/Sociology/Political Science/History/English Literature, Marathi 

literature/Hindi Literature). 

PO2 Demonstrate the ability to analyse complex issues, think critically, and solve problems in 

their respective fields ((Economics/Psychology/Sociology/Political Science/History/English 

Literature, Marathi literature/Hindi Literature). 

PO3 Show competency in conducting research, gathering and analysing data, and presenting research 

findings using appropriate methodologies. 

PO4 Recognize the ethical and social responsibilities associated with their fields of study and be 

able to apply ethical principles to real-world situations. 

PO5 Effectively communicate their ideas and findings in both written and oral forms, demonstrating 

proficiency in academic and professional communication. 



Programme Specific Outcomes 

 

PSO1 Use the knowledge gained through subjects like Constitution, Political theory, International 
Relations , Public Administration , Political thought to take up a career in Civil services. 

PSO2 Look into the changing nature of public administration with better insight; apply the 

basic principles of organization wherever possible. 

PSO3 Undertake research as a career option, work with various think tanks and contribute to the 
development of public policy. 

PSO4 Undertake Journalism as a career by working in areas like editing, writing, reporting due to 
their ability to analyze current affairs, national, international politics. 

PSO5 Gain the knowledge of the factors affecting politics of Maharashtra, and relevant contemporary 

issues and use them in State Civil Service Examinations. 

PSO6 Know the political philosophies that have shaped various forms of government: from tyranny, 
to republican democracy, to welfare states. 

PSO7 Get acquainted with all aspects of International relations, co-relate world and understand India’ 
s relationship with U.S.A, Russia, China, SAARC, Pakistan, Bangladesh, UN, ASEAN, other 
emerging organizations. 

PSO8 Realize the need for democratic decentralization, understand the issues facing rural economy 
and work at the grassroots level in policy formation. 



The Detailed Semester and Course Wise Syllabus as follows: 

The total minimum credits required for completing the BA. in Political Science is 

132 

 

SEMESTER - V 

Code Course of Study - Major L T P Cr. 

 Course 1 Cr. 2: Government and Politics in Maharashtra 4   4 

 Course 2 Cr. 2: Western Political Thought 4   4 

 Course 3 Cr. 2: World Politics 4   4 

      

      

 Electives     

 Course 1 Cr. 2: Public Policy 4   4 

 Course1 Cr. 2: American Political System     

      

 MINOR Credits 2     

 Course 1 Cr. 2: World Politics    2 

      

 VSEC Credits 2     

 Course 1 Cr. 2:Research Methodology 2   2 

 FP Credits 2     

 Course 1 Cr. 2:Practical    2 

Total 18   24 

***** Note:Students are allowed to select one elective out of two electives given in curriculum 
 

 

SEMESTER - VI 

Code Course of Study - Major L T P Cr. 

 Course 1 Cr. 2: Political Process in Maharashtra 4   4 

 Course 2 Cr. 2: Indian Political Thought 4   4 

 Course 3 Cr. 2: India in World Politics 4   4 

      

 Electives (Any One)     

 Course 1 Cr. 2: Rural and Urban Governance in India 4   4 

 Course1 Cr. 2: Human Rights     



      

 MINOR Credits 2     

 Course 1 Cr. 2: World Politics    2 

      

 OJT Credits 4     

 Course 1 Cr. 2:Practical 2   4 

Total 18   24 

 

***** Note:Students are allowed to select one elective out of two electives given in curriculum 



 

Course content - Semester V 

SEMESTER : V 



Syllabus for TY.B.A. Political Science Semester V and VI (Political Science Specialization) 

Choice Based Credit System (NEP 2020) 

(To be implemented from the academic year, 2025-2026) 
 

 

 

Semester – V 

Paper I/IV 

Course Code: VAPO300 

Credits: 4 

Government and Politics in Maharashtra 

 

Course Learning Objectives 

Upon completion of the course the student will be able to understand 

 

1. To understand historical background and formation of the state of Maharashtra. 

2. To explain legislative and executive structure of government of Maharashtra. 

3. To inform students about party politics and coalition politics in Maharashtra 

4. To highlight the concept of civil society and the civil society initiatives in Maharashtra 

 

Course Outcome 

Upon completing the course, the student will be able to understand 

 

CO1 To understand the evolution and formation of Maharashtra through various dimensions. 

CO2 To develop an understanding of the functioning of the government. 

CO3 To get acquainted to the political party system of Maharashtra and its significance. 

CO4 To evaluate the crucial civil society initiatives and its impact on social-economic-political 
environment in Maharashtra 



COURSE CONTENT 

 

Unit Contents No. of 

lectures 

Unit I 1.  Historical Background 

 

 

1.1 Evolution of the idea of Maharashtra 

1.2 Nationalist Movement and Social Reform Movement 

1.3 Samyukta Maharashtra Movement 

15 

Unit II 2.  Political Institutions in Maharashtra 

 

 

2.1 State Legislature: Evolution and functioning. 

2.2 Role of Council of Ministers and Chief Ministers Office. (CMO). 

2.3 State Legislative Committees 

 

15 

Unit III 3.  Party System in Maharashtra 

 

 

3.2 National Parties. 

3.2 Regional Parties 

3.3 Coalition Politics 

15 

Unit IV 4.  Civil Society Initiatives 

 

 

4.1 Civil society, Concept and Nature 

4.2 Evolution of civil society initiatives in Maharashtra. 

4.3 Contemporary Civil Society Initiatives. 

 

15 

Total  60 
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Syllabus for TY.B.A. Political Science Semester V and VI (Political Science Specialization) 

Choice Based Credit System (NEP 2020) 

(To be implemented from the academic year, 2025-2026) 
 

 

 

Semester – V 

Paper II/V 

Course Code: VAPO301 

 

 

 

Course Learning Objectives 

Credits: 4 

Western Political Thought 

Upon completion of the course the student will be able to understand 

 

1. To understand the history of Western Political thought and know the political 

philosophies that have shaped various forms of government from tyranny, to 

republican democracy, to welfare states. 

2. To understand how the Western Political Thinkers explained and analyzed 

the different ideas, political events and problems of their time and prescribed 

solutions. 

3. To compare the ideas of different Western Political philosophers and theorists and 

gain knowledge about the political community, social order, and human nature. 

4. To understand the legacy of the thinkers that is explained with a view to establish 

the continuity and change within the Western political tradition 

 

Course Outcome 

Upon completing the course, the student will be able to understand 

 

CO1 Analyze the foundational theories of statecraft as proposed by Niccolò Machiavelli and 

Thomas Hobbes, evaluating their implications for political authority, governance, and 

the nature of power in the modern state. 

CO2 Know the philosophical frameworks of liberty articulated by John Locke and John 

Stuart Mill, assessing their relevance to contemporary discussions on individual rights 

and freedom. 

CO3 Understand the perspectives of George Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel and John Rawls on the 

dynamic between the state and the individual, fostering an understanding of how these 

theories address issues of justice and moral responsibility 

CO4 Explore the revolutionary ideologies of Karl Marx and Vladimir Lenin, understanding 
their critiques of capitalism and their visions for societal change, while assessing the 
historical impact of these ideas on political movements and regimes. 



COURSE CONTENT 

 

Unit Contents No. of 

lectures 

Unit I 1. Modern State 

 

 

1.1 Niccolo Machiavelli [1469-1527] 

1.2 Thomas Hobbes [1588–1679] 

15 

Unit II 2. Liberty 

 

 

2.1 John Locke [1632-1704] 

2.2 John Stuart Mill [1806-1878] 

 

15 

Unit III 3. State and the Individual 

 

 

3.1 Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel [1770- 1831] 

3.2 John Rawls [1921-2002] 

15 

Unit IV 4. Revolution. 

 

 

4.1 Karl Marx [1818-1883] 

4.2 Vladimir Lenin [1870-1924] 

 

15 

Total  60 



Reference Books: 

Text Book: 

Sheth Publication 

 

Reference Books 

 

1. Hegel, Philosophy of Nature, Routledge, London , 1970 

2. Mill J.S., On Liberty, Longman, Greens and Co, London , 1887 

3. Hobbes Thomas, Leviathan , The Classic Books Library. 

4. Mc Clelland J.S., A History of Western Political Thought, Routledge, 1996. 

5. Jha Shefali, Western Political Thought: From the Ancient Greece to Modern Political Times, 

Person, 2nd Edition, New Delhi 2018. 

6. Mukherjee, S. and Ramswamy, S.: History of Socialist Thought, Sage Publications, New 

Delhi, 2000. 

7. Mukherjee, S. and Ramswamy, S.: A History of Political Thought: Plato to Marx, 

Prentice Hall of India Pvt. Ltd., New Delhi, 2007. 

8. Sheldon, Garrett Ward: The History of Political Theory: Ancient Greece to Modern America, 

Peter. Lang Publishing, New York, 1988. Reprint in 2003. (Machiavelli, Locke, Mill, Marx, 

Rawls) 

9. Lenin, Vladimir: Imperialism the Highest Stage of Capitalism, Martino Fine Books 1917 10. 

Lenin, 10.Vladimir: The State and Revolution, Watchmaker Publishing, United States,1999 



Syllabus for TY.B.A. Political Science Semester V and VI (Political Science 

Specialization) 

Choice Based Credit System (NEP 2020) 

(To be implemented from the academic year, 2025-2026) 

 

Semester V 

Paper III/VI 

Course Code : VAPO302 (Major) VAPO303 (Minor)  

Credits: 04 

 

World Politics 

 

Course Objective 
 

 

1. To get a general introduction to the discipline of International Relations and to 

major themes in world politics. 

2. To understand the increasing role played by super powers and the influence they 

have on domestic policies in due course. 

3. To recognize the concerns of security and peace with reference to conflict. 

4. To enhance learners’ knowledge in Bretton Woods Institutions which are 

increasingly gaining importance, to acquaint the students with New Institutions 

(AIIB, NDB, G-20). 

 

Course Outcome 

Upon completing the course, the student will be able to 

 

CO1 Get acquainted with all aspects of how International Relations emerged as a 

discipline and co-relate world events with the approaches to International Relations. 

CO2 Analyse the recent and contemporary developments in the world order (Types 

of Polarity) and familiarize with the developments (past and present) in the global 

political scenario 

CO3 Know how power, conflicts, peace and security work out in the changing 

international condition over the years. 

CO4 Get an overview of International Political Economy 



COURSE CONTENT 

 

Unit Contents No. of 

lectures 

Unit I 1. Concepts and Approaches 

 

 

1.1 International Relations, International Politics,-Definition, Scope and 
Relevance. 

1.2 Approaches: Realism and Liberalism. 

1.3 Concepts: Power, National Interest and Balance of Power. 

15 

Unit II 2. World Order 

 

 

 

2.1 Cold War : Bipolarity 

 

2.2 Post Cold War: Unipolarity, Multipolarity and Non-Polarity 

2.3 Globalization 

 

15 

Unit III 3. Conflict, Peace and Security 

 

 

 

3.1 Types of Conflict and Changing nature of conflict 

 

3.2 Approaches to Peace: Arms Control, Disarmament 

and Collective Security 

 

3.3 Changing idea of security: National Security and Human Security 

15 

Unit IV 4. International Political Economy 

 

 

 

4.1 Bretton Woods Institution: IMF, World Bank, and WTO 

 

4.2 Regionalism and Plurilateralism. 

 

4.3 New Institutions (AIIB, NDB, G-20) 

 

15 

Total  60 
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Syllabus for TY.B.A. Political Science Semester V and VI 

(Political Science Specialization) 

Choice Based Credit System (NEP 2020) 

(To be implemented from the academic year, 2025-2026) 
 

 

Semester – V 

Paper IV/VII: Electives-1 

Course Code: VAPO304 

Credits: 4 

(Public Policy) 

 

 

Course Objective 
 

 

1. To understand the fundamental concepts of public policy, including its 

definition, process, and the major theoretical approaches that shape policy- 

making. 

2. To examine the constitutional, legal, and institutional structures involved in 

policy-making and implementation in India. 

3. To analyze major flagship policies in India across social, economic, health, 

education, and environmental sectors, and assess their impact on national 

development. 

4. To identify contemporary challenges in public policy implementation and assess 

the impact of technological advancements and global trends on the policy 

landscape. 

 

Course Outcome 

Upon completing the course, the student will be able to 

 

CO1 Explain key concepts and stages of the public policy process, and apply theoretical 

frameworks to analyze policy issues. 

CO2 Identify and evaluate the roles of constitutional bodies and institutions involved in 

policy formulation and implementation in India. 

CO3 Assess major public policies in India, with a focus on their design, objectives, and 

outcomes across various sectors. 

CO4 Analyze the contemporary challenges and global trends influencing public policy. 

ELECTIVE COURSE 



COURSE CONTENT 

Course Content 

Unit 

No. 

Content Lectures 

1 1.  Introduction to Public Policy and the Policy Process 

1.1 Defining Public Policy 

1.2 The Policy Cycle (making process) 

1.3 Theoretical Foundations of Public Policy 

15 

2 2.  Institutional Framework of Public Policy in India 

2.1 Constitutional and Legal Framework 

2.2 Key Institutions in Policy Making 

2.3 Challenges in Policy Implementation 

15 

3 3. Key Public Policies in India -Flagship policy 

3.1 Social Welfare and Empowerment Policies 

3.2 Economic and Developmental Policies 

3.3 Health, Education, and Environmental Policies 

15 

4 4. Challenges and Emerging Trends in Public Policy 

4.1 Policy Implementation and Success 

4.2 Policy Challenges 

4.3 Technological Integration and Global Influences 

15 

 Total No. of Lectures 60 
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Semester – V 

Paper IV/VII: Elective-2 

Course Code: VAPO305 

 

Credits: 4 

(American Political System) 

 

 

 

Course Objective 
 

 

1. To understand the making, philosophy and important features of the US 

Constitution. 

2. To analyze the working of different branches of government namely Executive 

and Legislature. 

3. To know the structure of the Supreme court and examine Influence of the Media 

on Election 

4. To explore the functioning of political parties and to glance at the African- 

Americans struggle for civil rights. 

 

Course Outcome 

Upon completing the course, the student will be able to understand 

 

CO1 Understand how US constitution started working. 

CO2 Distinguish between the role of US President and Vice-President and understand the 

structure and functions of the Congress. 

CO3 Comprehend the landmark decisions in four cases and their impact 

CO4 Highlight the functioning of political parties and know the significance of the Civil 
Rights Movement in US. 



COURSE CONTENT 

 

Unit 

No. 

Content Lectures 

1 1.  The American Constitution 

1.1 Making and Philosophy of the Constitution 

1.2 Features of the Constitution 

1.3 Evolution and Changing Trends in Federal- State relations. 

16 

2 2.  Pillars of Democracy - Legislature and Executive 

2.1 Powers and functions of the President. 

2.2 Powers and functions of the Vice-President 

2.3 Structure and functions of the Congress. 

14 

3 3.  Pillars of Democracy – Judiciary and Media 

3.1 Structure of the Supreme Court 

3.2 Landmark Decisions (Marbury v. Madison, Gibbons v. 

Ogden, Brown v. Board of Education, New York Times Co. V. 

Sullivan) 

3.3 Influence of the Media on Elections [including the Internet] 

16 

4 4.  Political Parties and Political Movements 

4.1 Evolution and the role of Political Parties 

4.2 African-American Civil Rights Movement 

4.3 Women rights and LGBTQ+ Movements 

14 

 Total No. of Lectures 60 
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Semester – V 

Paper V/VIII 

VSEC- Research Methodology 

Credits: 2 

Course code : VAPO307 

Research Methodology 

 

 

Course Learning Objectives 

 

1. To introduce students to the fundamental concepts and purposes of research, including 

its various types and the overall research process. 

2. To develop an understanding of ethical considerations in research, emphasizing 

integrity, consent, and responsible data handling. 

3. To familiarize students with the key differences between quantitative and qualitative 

research, including their significance and applications. 

4. To equip students with practical skills in data collection, analysis, and visualization, 
enabling them to interpret and present research findings effectively 

 

Course Outcome 

Upon completing the course, the student will be able to : 

 

CO1 Demonstrate a clear understanding of the research process, from identifying a problem 
to reporting findings. 

CO2 Differentiate between qualitative and quantitative research methods and identify 
appropriate contexts for their application. 

CO3 Apply ethical standards in the design and conduct of research projects, ensuring 
integrity and respect for participants. 

CO4 Collect, analyze, and visually represent data using appropriate tools and techniques, 
thereby enhancing the clarity and impact of research results. 



COURSE CONTENT 

 

Unit Contents No. of 

lectures 

Unit I 1. Introduction to Research Methodology. 
 

 

1.1 Purpose and Types of Research 

1.2 Research Process 

1.3 Ethical Consideration in Research 

07 

Unit II 2. Quantitative and Qualitative Research. 

 

 

2.1 Nature and Significance 

2.2 Data Collection Techniques 

2.3 Data Analysis and Visualisation 

 

08 

Unit III 3.Research Paper Writing. 

 

 

3.1 Structuring a Research Report 

3.2 Academic Writing 

3.3 Presentation Skills 

15 

Total  30 
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Course content - Semester VI 

SEMESTER : VI 
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(To be implemented from the academic year, 2025-2026) 
 

 

 

Semester – VI 

Paper -I/IV 

Course Code: VAPO350 

 

Credits: 4 

Political Process in Maharashtra 

 

Course Learning Objectives 

 

1. To analyze dynamics of sub-regionalism specially in the context of Vidarbha and 

Marathawada. 

2. To make the students aware of interaction between polity and economy of Maharashtra 

3. To analyse the contemporary issues and movements in Maharashtra. 

4. To know the interaction between caste and politics. 

 

Course Outcome 

Upon completing the course, the student will be able to understand 

 

CO1 To analyze the regional and sub-regional forces in Maharashtra. 

CO2 To understand the State politics of Maharashtra after Globalisation. 

CO3 To illustrate the contemporary issues and movements and its relevance in Maharashtra. 

CO4 To evaluate the evolving pattern of Caste and Politics in Maharashtra 



COURSE CONTENT 

 

Unit Contents No. of 

lectures 

Unit I 1. Sub-regionalism, Regional Disparity and Development 

 

 

1.1 Konkan, Marathwada and Vidarbha 

1.2 The impact of Dandekar Committee and Vijay Kelkar Committee Report 

1.3 Politics of Statutory Development Boards 

15 

Unit II 2. Post Globalization Political Economy of Maharashtra 

 

 

2.1 Business and Politics 

2.2 Politics of Co-operatives 

2.3 Land Issues: Urban and Rural 

 

15 

Unit III 3. Contemporary Issues and Movements 

 

 

 

3.1 Dalit and Tribal/Adivasi Activism 

 

3.2 Issues of farmers and working class 

 

3.3 New Social Movements (Environment, Women and LGBTQ+) 

15 

Unit IV 4. Evolving pattern of Caste Politics in Maharashtra. 

 

 

4.1 Dominant Caste Politics- Ongoing politics and Mobilization. 

4.2 Dalit Politics 

4.3 OBC Politics 

 

15 

Total  60 
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Semester VI 

Paper II/V 

Course Code: VAPO351 

 

Credits: 4 

Indian Political Thought 

 

Course Learning Objectives 

 

1. To acquaint the learners with theoretical understanding of political concepts in Indian 

context. 

2. To understand existing, contemporary and emerging trends in Politics with reference to 

how Indian Political Thinkers viewed them in the context of their times. 

3. To introduce the ideas and principles (State, Nationalism, Rational and Radical Reforms 

and Democracy) that had an impact on India post-independence 

4. To compare the ideas of different Indian Political philosophers and theorists. 

 

Course Outcome 

Upon completing the course, the student will be able to understand 

 

CO1 Understand the Political Philosophy expounded by the Indian Political Thinkers with 
respect to Indian Renaissance 

CO2 Know the political philosophy of Nationalism as theorised by the Indian thinkers. 

CO3 Evaluate the Rational and Radical Reforms as elucidated by the Indian thinkers. 

CO4 Know the historical and social context of the Indian Political Thought with reference 

to State and Democracy. 



COURSE CONTENT 

 

Unit Contents No. of 

lectures 

Unit I 1. Indian Renaissance 

 

 

1.1 Mahatma Jyotiba Phule [1827-1890] 

1.2 Mahadev Govind Ranade [1842-1901] 

15 

Unit II 2. Nationalism 

 

 

2.1 Rabindranath Tagore [1861-1941] 

2.2 Vinayak Damodar Savarkar [1883-1966] 

 

15 

Unit III 3. Rational and Radical Reform 

 

 

3.1 Tarabai Shinde [1850-1910] 

3.2 Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar [1891-1956] 

15 

Unit IV 4. State and Democracy 

 

 

4.1 Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi [1869-1948] 

4.2 Jawaharlal Nehru [1889-1964] 

 

15 

Total  60 
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Semester VI 

Paper III/VI 

                                   Course Code: VAPO352 (Major) VAPO353 (Minor) 

Credits: 4 India in World Politics 

 

 

Course Learning Objectives 

 

1 To introduce the concepts / terms like Foreign Policy and Diplomacy in the 
context of international relations. 

2 To comprehend India’s relationship with U.S.A, Russia and China. 

3 To understand India’s relationship with SAARC, Pakistan and Bangladesh. 

4 To know India’s relationship with UN, ASEAN and BRICS. 

 

Course Outcome 

Upon completing the course, the student will be able to understand 

 

CO1 Understand the concept of Foreign policy and Diplomacy, basics of the 
making of India’s foreign policy and recognize the determinants of India’s 
foreign Policy. 

CO2 Analyze India ’ s relationship with U.S.A, Russia, China and know the 
significance of India’s role in World Politics. 

CO3 Evaluate India's diplomatic strategies and engagements with neighboring 
countries 

CO4 Assess India ’ s role in UN, ASEAN and its engagement with regional 
platforms like BIMSTEC and IORA. 



COURSE CONTENT 

 

Unit Contents No. of 

lectures 

Unit I 1. Foreign Policy and Diplomacy 

 

1.1 Foreign Policy : Definition and Objectives (reference to 

the steps in the making of the Foreign Policy) 

 

1.2 Diplomacy: Definition, Objectives, Role, Types, Changing Nature 

and Functions of a Diplomat 

 

1.3 Determinants of Foreign Policy with reference to India 

15 

Unit II 2. India and major Powers 

 

2.1 U.S.A 

 

2.2 Russia 

 

2.3 China 

 

15 

Unit III 3. India and her Neighbors 

 

3.1 Pakistan and Afghanistan 

 

3.2 Bangladesh 

 

3.3 Small Neighbors: Maldives, Bhutan, Nepal, Sri Lanka 

15 

Unit IV 4. India and International Organizations 

 

4.1 India’s role in the United Nations 

 

4.2 India and ASEAN 

 

4.3 India’s engagement with BIMSTEC and IORA. 

 

15 

Total  60 
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Semester – VI 

Paper IV/VII: Electives-1 

Course Code: VAPO354  

               Credits: 4 

Rural and Urban Governance in India 

Course Learning Objectives 

 

1. To introduce students to the foundational concepts, historical evolution, and significance 

of local governance in India, with a special focus on democratic decentralization. 

2. To provide in-depth knowledge of the constitutional, institutional, and structural 

framework of rural and urban local bodies, including their roles and functions. 

3. To critically examine the emerging issues and challenges faced by local governance 

institutions, especially in the context of autonomy, rural-urban migration, and livelihood 

transformations. 

4. To encourage students to analyze the contemporary developments and policy approaches 
towards building smart villages and sustainable, inclusive urban futures. 

 

Course Outcome 

Upon completing the course, the student will be able to understand 

 

CO1 Explain the concept and significance of local governance, and trace its evolution 
through the lens of democratic decentralization and constitutional amendments. 

CO2 Differentiate between the structures and functions of rural and urban local bodies, and 
assess their role in grassroots democracy and service delivery. 

CO3 Evaluate the socio-economic dynamics transforming rural and urban spaces, including 
digital inclusion, migration, and livelihood shifts. 

CO4 Analyze urban governance challenges related to safety, environment, and inclusivity, 
and propose context-sensitive governance solutions. 

ELECTIVECOURSE 



 

COURSE CONTENT 

 

Unit Content Lecture 

s 

Unit I 1.  Introduction to Local Governance in India 
 

 

1.1 Concept, significance and evolution of local governance 

1.2 Idea of Democratic Decentralization 

1.3 73rd and 74th Constitutional Amendments 

15 

Unit 

II 

2.  Institutions of Local Governance 
 

 

2.1 Rural Local Bodies 

2.2 Urban Local Bodies 

2.3 Issues of Autonomy in Local Governance 

15 

Unit 

III 

3.  Evolving Dynamics in Rural Development 
 

 

3.1 Rural-Urban Migration and Its Implications 

3.2 Transformation of Rural Livelihoods: Rise of non-farm employment 

3.3 Digital Inclusion and Smart villages 

15 

Unit 

IV 

4.  Urban Futures: Challenges and Possibilities 
 

 

4.1 Urban Safety and Security 

4.2 Environmental Concerns in Urban Areas 

4.3 Urban Livability and Inclusive Development 

15 

 Total No. of Lectures 60 
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Semester – VI : Electives-2 

Course Code: VAPO355 

Credits: 4 

Human Rights 

Course Learning Objectives 

 

1. To introduce students to the concept, evolution, and philosophical underpinnings of 

human rights, with emphasis on their global significance and universality 

2. To familiarize students with the international human rights framework, including major 

institutions, declarations, and enforcement mechanisms. 

3. To explore the development and practice of human rights in the Indian context, 

particularly constitutional provisions, institutions, and contemporary issues. 

4. To critically examine emerging global challenges to human rights, and highlight the role 

of advocacy, education, and responsible governance in advancing human rights 

protection. 

 

Course Outcome 

Upon completing the course, the student will be able to understand 

 

CO1 Explain the historical evolution and theoretical foundations of human rights, including 
the significance of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

CO2 Demonstrate understanding of key international human rights institutions and 
instruments, and assess their roles in enforcement and monitoring. 

CO3 Analyze the Indian human rights framework, identifying the constitutional guarantees 
and the role of national institutions in protecting human rights. 

CO4 Evaluate emerging challenges to human rights, including those posed by globalization, 
corporate practices, and the need for advocacy and education in shaping a rights- 
conscious society. 



COURSE CONTENT 

 

Unit 

No. 

Content Lecture 

s 

Unit I 1. Foundations of Human Rights 
 

 

1.1 Concept and Evolution 

1.2 Philosophical and Theoretical Foundations 

1.3 Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

15 

Unit 

II 

2. International Human Rights Framework 
 

 

2.1 United Nations and Human Rights 

2.2 International Human Rights Instruments 

2.3 Enforcement and Monitoring Bodies 

15 

Unit 

III 

3. Human Rights in the Indian Context 
 

 

3.1 Constitutional Provisions and Human Rights 

3.2 National Human Rights Institutions 

3.3 Contemporary Human Rights Issues in India 

15 

Unit 

IV 

4. Emerging Challenges and Future Directions 
 

 

4.1 Global Challenges to Human Rights 

4.2 Business and Human Rights 

4.3 Human Rights Advocacy and Education 

15 

 Total No. of Lectures 60 
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20. NHRC India Annual Reports – https://nhrc.nic.in 

21. “The Global Human Rights Regime” – Kathryn Sikkink, Harvard University Working 

Papers. 

22. Human Rights Watch World Reports – https://www.hrw.org 

 

 

 

 

 

Semester – VI : On-Job-Training(OJT) 

Course Code: VAPO356 

Credits: 2+2 = 4 
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